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STUFFY SINGER | 


SAMUEL CLEMENS 

imon “Stuffy” Singer was born November 24, 

1941, in Los Angeles. His career began on the 

radio doing such successful radio series as The 
Jack Bermy Program, The Phil Harris and Alice Faye 
Show, The Great Gildersleeve, Suspense, Fibber Mc- 
Gee and Molly, and Family Theater (“Grandpa’s Mar- 
velous X Ray”). On television, he was seen on Sandy 
Dreams, The Colgate Comedy Hour, The George Burns 
and Gracie Allen Show, Beulah, The Life of Riley, My 


Little Margie, The Loretta Young Show, Lassie, My 
Three Sons, Leave it to Beaver, Bachelor Father, The 
Patty Duke Show, etc, In 1957, Stuffy portrayed Alex- 
ander in the television version of Blondie with Arthur | 
Lake and Pamela Britton. His movies were few but 
he was lucky enough to voice a Lost Boy in Disney's 
animated classic Peter Pan (1953). Stuffy knew some — 
of the best entertainers in the industry, including Bing 
Crosby, Jack Benny, and Eddie Bracken. In addition to 
his acting abilities, he’s a world-renowned athlete. 
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Currently, Singer manages the 
Advisor Consulting Group where 
he does consulting and financial 
planning. He doesn't plan to re- 
turn to the entertainment indus- 
try, but he remembers his days in 
Hollywood with fondness. 

Samuel Clemens: Where did 
you study acting? 

Stuffy Singer: As children, we 
didn’t study it formally. We just 
read dialogue with great timing 
and we'd learn throughout the 
process, I wasn’t the only one, as 
Beverly Washburn, Mimi Gibson, 
and George Winslow didn’t have 
formal training. It wasn’t neces- 
sary for the parts that we were 
doing. 

SC: You were part of the en- 
semble of the series Sandy Dreams 
doing parodies of popular sto- 
ries. Could you describe working 
with Patricia Iannone and Jill St. 
John, whom you shared numerous 
scenes with? 

Stuffy Singer: That was the 
first scripted series on television, 
and it was an honor to be a part 
of it. Patricia was one of my best 
friends. We still keep in touch. I 
had a crush on her older sister who 
was inthe series as well. I will be as 
cordial as possible in saying that I 
don’t have good memories about 
Jill. We'll leave it at that. 

SC: Could you share your sal- 


ary? 

Stuffy Singer: I don’t believe 
that we got a salary. I remember 
several of the parents negotiating 
with the producer on a $75 bonus. 
I cringe thinking about it when 
reading that the child on Two and 
a Half Men earned asix-figure sal- 
ary. 

SC: One of your earliest radio 
gigs was on The Jack Benny Pro- 
gram. How would you describe 
him? 

Stuffy Singer: He was great. 
Whether it was him or us, he didn't 
care who got the laughs. He just 
wanted the audience entertained. 
Iremember on our first episode to- 
gether that I was too short to speak 
into the microphone, so he—not 
his staff—went to another room 
to get abox for me to stand on. He 
was humble like that. 

SC; Your first recurring role was 
in the groundbreaking series Beu- 
lah as Donnie Henderson, in one of 
the first television series with an 
African American title character. 


Stuffy appeared on radio with Hal 
Peary in The Great Gildersleeve and 
The Harold Peary Show (aka Honest 
Harold). 


How did you get that role? Was 
there anyone in the cast who you 
found particularly inspiring? 

Stuffy Singer: I didn’t audition 
for it. I had a lot of experience by 
then. Hattie McDaniel was great. 
She starred in several episodes 
with me before she died [in 1952]. 
I remember that she got a lot of 
criticism for portraying’a maid. 
Her response was “I’d rather play 
a maid than be a maid” 

SC: Peter Pan was one of your 
greatest films. Did you meet Walt 
Disney? 

Stuffy Singer: I didn’t. You'll 
hear that a lot from voice actors. 
Walt rarely interacted with the 
voice actors in any of his films. 

SC: You played Alexander 
Bumstead on the television series 
Blondie alongside Arthur Lake and 
Pamela Britton. How were you cast 
in that role? 

Stuffy Singer: I was given two 
offers, The Adventures of Spin and 
Marty and Blondie. I chose Blondie, 
which I regretted because the 
other series lasted for three sea- 
sons. We felt that Blondie would be 
agreater success because the films 
were popular with audiences. 

SC: Tim Considine and David 
Stollery were the stars of The Ad- 
ventures of Spin and Marty. You ‘ ; : 
appeared withthem in Her Twelve The Blondie cast ¢ on TV; Stuffy caer as Alexander, Arthur Lake as Dagwood, Pamela Britton as Blondie, and 
Men (1954). What were they like? Ann Barnes as Cookie. 
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Jane Frazee, Louise Beavers, David Bruce and Stuffy Singer on TV's Beulah. Ethel Waters 
played Beulah in 40 episodes, 1950-1951; Hattie McDaniel was Beulah in 6 episodes, 1952; 
Louise Beavers was Beulah in 33 episodes, 1952. 


Stuffy Singer: I didn’t like them. I don’t 
exactly remember why. I recall that one of 
them was self-absorbed, but it’s been de- 
cades so I can’t say for sure. 

SC: Why was Pamela Britton cast in 
Blondie instead of Penny Singleton, who 
portrayed Blondie in the films? What do you 
think of Pamela’s performance as Blondie as 
compared with Penny? 

Stuffy Singer: It could've been ageism, 
but I think a lot of it is that the network 
couldn't afford Penny. The actors on tele- 
vision didn’t earn as much as they did in 
films, I thought that Pamela was similar in 
her portrayal, but a bit quirkier, 

SC: Whatever happened to Ann Barnes 
[1945-2005], who portrayed your sister 
Cookie? 

Stuffy Singer: She was difficult, but she 
got it from her mother who was equally dif- 


ficult. I don’t remember anyone who liked 
working with her. If you saw her resume, 
you'd know that she did [very little] after 
Blondie aired. I can't remember any argu- 
ments that we had, but she was always com- 
petitive and wanted to be in the spotlight. I 
was told that she became an alcoholic. 

SC: Why was the series canceled? What 
did you think of the scripts overall? : 

Stuffy Singer: Actually, the series was 
supposed to be renewed for another sea- 
son. That. was the plan. It was days before 
we were scheduled to rehearse that my par- 
ents were told that the network decided to 
end its run. We were never given a reason. 
As far as the scripts, they were good for the 
era. It [television] was new, so there wasn’t 
a lot of great content available. I would say 
that Blondie is disappointing, if viewed now. 

SC: Your last acting gig was on a. 1970 


| 


TV's Sandy Dreams cast doing the series’ 
rh show. 


ephiode of The Bill Cosby Show. How did 
that come about? 

Stuify Singer: A producer got in touch 
with me and said, “I know that you’re not in 
the business anymore, but we are doing an 
episode of The Bill Cosby Show about hand- 
ball, and we need a professional handball 
player who can act. Are you interested?” 
As you know, I won several championships . 
in handball, so I said yes. They even used 
my trophies in the episode. One of the stars, 
Dane Clark, saw myname onatrophy during - 
filming and said, “Wait, is this really you?” 
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SC: What was Bill Cosby like? 

Stuffy Singer: He was a mentor when 
we were filming. He wanted me to show 
frustration, so he kept telling me exactly 
how I should say my lines until I portrayed 
the character like he wanted. He was a great 
storyteller, too. He's really one of the great - 
est stand-up comedians. 

SC: What advice would you give to other 
actors who began their careers during their 
childhood? 

Stuffy Singer: I would prefer to give ad- 
vice to the parents: I'd say to them that it’s 
important not to get too involved to the ex- 
tent that it interferes with the production. 
You’re not going to finda director who likes 


interference. You should also let your chil: 


have a childhood, and be a parent rather 
than a fan. 

SC: Why did youleave acting? Would you 
return to it if the opportunity arose?'As far 
as your legacy goes, would you rather be 
known as an actor or athlete? _, 

Stuffy Singer: 1 wasn’t accustomed to 
auditioning. As a child, I was typically cast 
through an agent or directory. AsI got older, 
I was expected to audition which I didn’t 
bother doing. I found other things that I 
preferred doing with my life anyways. If I 


returned to acting, there’d be a gap in tlie 


accounting field. I wouldn’t return to act- 
ing unless they paid enough, which they 
probably wouldn’t. I prefer to be known as 
an athlete. The movies were good and I met 
a lot of great people, but I worked hard in 
‘handball and I’m proud of what I aceom- 
plished in it. 


